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Welcome to Great Science Share for Schools 2025 

at The University of Manchester 

In its tenth year, we are delighted to welcome primary and secondary pupils to the Nancy Rothwell Building 

at The University of Manchester. There are questions being posed all around us every day and today is a 

prime occasion for pupils to share their scientific questions and investigations with each other. Scientific and 

technological advancements are fast moving, and it is important that we stop for a moment out of our busy 

schedules and listen – listen carefully – listen with interest – listen to the next generation of scientists and 

engineers as part of Great Science Share for Schools 2025!  

Pioneered in Manchester – Making a Difference Worldwide 

Great Science Share for Schools is making a difference locally, nationally, and internationally. Its success 

relies on its inclusive and non-competitive values and its collaborative strategic approach that builds 

alliances and collaborations across the STEM education sector and industry partners. 

This award-winning annual campaign has grown at an accelerated rate, inspiring 5–14-year-olds to get into 

science and engineering, as well as fulfilling the University’s strategy to address patterns of 

underrepresentation in higher education and to reduce boundaries to STEM learning for all. 

This year, for the 2nd year in a row, Great Science Share for Schools was granted the prestigious patronage 

of the United Kingdom National Commission for UNESCO. This recognition serves as a hallmark of quality, 

signifying the campaign's contributions in advancing UNESCO’s mission in promoting education, scientific 

research and cultural understanding. GSSfS has been acknowledged by the UKNC for its exceptional 

contributions to these crucial areas, affirming its pivotal role in shaping the next generation of scientists, 

innovators, and global citizens. 

Enjoy every minute that today brings and be ready to save the date for our 10th Great Science Share for 
Schools event, on campus at The University of Manchester on 16th June 2026! 

 

       Professor Lynne Bianchi 

 Great Science Share for Schools Founder & Director 

  



4 
 

                                                   

Travelling to the event  

By choosing to travel sustainably you can support the UN Sustainable 

Development Goals and help reduce carbon emissions, improve 

local air quality, reduce traffic congestion, and improve local 

communities. Find out more about our SDGs on page 16 of the 

programme.  

Address 

Atrium, Nancy Rothwell Building, University of Manchester, Booth Street East, Manchester, M13 9SS 

Travel Information: 

Please find parking information and a page on how travel to the University: Maps and travel | The 

University of Manchester 

 

Train 

Picadilly train station is a 15-minute walk from the Nancy Rothwell Building. You can also travel to the 

Nancy Rothwell Building on the train from Manchester Piccadilly, Manchester Victoria and Manchester 

Oxford Road train stations. 

 

Car 

The closest car park for Nancy Rothwell Building is the Aquatics Centre Car Park: Parking in Aquatics Centre 

- Manchester - APCOA Parking  (Booth Street East) 

Accessibility 

If you or any member of your group have specific access requirements, please advise the team prior to the 

event or upon registration. There are disability access doors to Nancy Rothwell Building and the entirety of 

the event is happening on ground floor. 

 

 

 

In case of emergency, contact the security team 

0161 306 9966 or the emergency services on 

Speak to the GSSfS team once safe to do so. 

 

  

https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/maps/
https://www.manchester.ac.uk/discover/maps/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.apcoa.co.uk/parking-in/manchester/aquatics-centre/__;!!PDiH4ENfjr2_Jw!FCgdI5RHJ5Ns9GlI4INRXMHqEeHqIOavTSi_5_pKS8y8dhfForcSoz7TEW2rzW6xvDh1VPeb7Z4XusRFUvqTZ9Y$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.apcoa.co.uk/parking-in/manchester/aquatics-centre/__;!!PDiH4ENfjr2_Jw!FCgdI5RHJ5Ns9GlI4INRXMHqEeHqIOavTSi_5_pKS8y8dhfForcSoz7TEW2rzW6xvDh1VPeb7Z4XusRFUvqTZ9Y$
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Schedule   

12.00  Arrival and set up 

12.30 Opening 

12.50       Investigation carousel –  
Group A presenting 

13.40  Investigation carousel –  
Group B presenting 

14.30   Awards and acknowledgements 

14:45   The Great Science Groove  

14:50  Final thanks and departure 

15:00  End 

 

Wi-Fi 

Visitor wifi is available at the venue. You will need to log into the guest network using your email address. 

Photography  

The event will be filmed and photographed. Please let a member of the event team know during registration 

if you or a member of your group does not wish to be included. 

Safeguarding 

Teachers have full responsibility of their pupil groups at all times. At no point does The University of 

Manchester or Great Science Share for Schools staff take responsibility for your pupils. The building is a 

public space so children should adhere to school safeguarding policies. Guests are invited to support the 

event. At no point should any guest take responsibility for a pupil who is not in their own direct care.  

A risk assessment has been undertaken for all activities. However, caution is encouraged at all times. 

Teachers should advise their pupils according to their own health & safety policies.  

Sickness 

If a member of your group is feeling unwell, a quiet area is provided. Please identify a member of the GSSfS 

team to help you. 
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What’s being shared today? 

Table 
number   

School and investigation question   

1 - 2 Broadfield Community Primary School, Rochdale 

How does the amount of bicarbonate of soda impact the amount of carbon dioxide created? 

3 Meanwood Community Primary School, Rochdale   

Which type of soil will retain the most water to help keep plants hydrated in hot weather? 

4 St Luke's C of E Primary School, Salford 

Does the temperature of the water affect how quickly colours from skittles spread to the 

centre of the plate? 

5 James Brindley Community Primary School, Salford  

How can we demonstrate the effects of climate change on coral in the ocean? 

6 St Margaret Mary’s RC Primary School 

Are all coins magnetic? 

7 St Michael's CE Primary School, Trafford  

How does the temperature of water affect the time it takes for the sweets' colour to dissolve? 

8 Barton Clough Primary School, Trafford  

Which shape will be the quickest to sink through the water? 

9 St John's C of E Primary School, Manchester  

Do the properties of a shape impact its ability to float? 

10 Beech Hill Community Primary School, Wigan 

Which coloured ink separates the quickest? 

11 Moss Valley Primary Academy, Salford  

Which biscuit will be the best dunker? 

12 All Saints' Catholic Primary School, Trafford 

What habitat do woodlice prefer? An observation over time enquiry. 

13 St Christopher's Catholic Primary School, Stockport 

Does the amount of salt affect how quickly snot travels? 

14-15 Altrincham Grammar School for Girls, Trafford 

How can we demonstrate why fizzy sweets are fizzy, and sour sweets are sour? 

16 St Mary's RC Primary School, Rochdale 

What can happen when a solid mixes with a liquid? 

17  Worsthorne Primary School, Bolton 

How does the inflation level of a ball impact the height of bounce?  Which oil makes the best 

lava lamp and why? 

18 Higher Lane Primary School, Bury  

Will having addition components in the circuit alter brightness or volume? How would this be 

helpful in a real life context? 

19 

  

St Joseph & St Bede RC Primary School, Bury 

How does voltage affect the brightness of a bulb in a circuit? 

20 Deeplish Primary Academy, Rochdale 

How does the number of buzzers affect loudness? 

Green 

Zone 

14
-1

7
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21 Park View Community Academy, Manchester  

How does wind speed affect voltage generated? 

22 Springfield Primary School, Trafford  

How do environmental factors affect the distance a spinner falls? 

23 Millbrook Primary School, Tameside 

How long doe Which Materials Make the Best Conductors?   

24 Greenfield St Mary's CE Primary School, Oldham 

How do different surfaces affect how far a toy car travels? 

25 West Didsbury CE Primary School, Manchester  

The Royal Society Project:  Can we increase the biodiversity in our school?  

26 Castleton Primary School, Rochdale 

Does the placement of hoops on the straw affect the flight distance? 

27 St Mary's RC Primary School, Bolton 
Does the amount of pressure applied affect the distance travelled by a rocket? 

28 Chorley New Road Primary Academy, Bolton 

Key question: Does the number of elastic bands affect how far a catapult travels? 

29 St Joseph's RC Primary School, Salford 

Which bird beak shape is best for picking up different sizes of food? 

30 Willow Tree Primary School, Salford 

Does the size of a spinner affect how a spinner will drop? 

31 Old Moat Primary School, Manchester   

How does the amount of corn-starch effect the viscosity of a non-Newtonian fluid (Oobleck) 
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Collaboration with The Derby High School, Bury 

 

Each year, The Derby High School inspire science 
communication using music and dance. They set the 
atmosphere for sharing science in diverse ways and how this 
can assist us in understanding the world around us.  
 

Linked to the 2025 of ’Connected Science’ this is a brilliant way 
to exploit cross curricular links.   

The Ocean is our Life Support System 

This dance has been curated in response to UNESCO’s Ocean 
Decade. Having met colleagues this year we have aligned the Great 
Ocean Share resource to this campaign.  
 

The pupils have responded creatively to the statement: 
Our Ocean is in trouble and we need to help! The Ocean provides 
food, clean air and home for amazing sea creatures.  
 
The dance explores the importance of the ocean and the impact our 

pollution has on the coral, sea creatures and climate change, if we do not take action. Be inspired to take 
action now to preserve our Ocean!    
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The University of Manchester Pupil Panel  

Started in September 2023, and made up of two female primary pupils from each borough of Greater 

Manchester, our Pupil Panel have worked together to explore issues such as diversity, equity and inclusion 

in STEM, have developed their oracy and question asking skills and have attended a networking 

opportunity with females working in the business of 

STEM. 

Some of the Pupil Panel will be in attendance at 

today’s Great Science Share for Schools event. 

Explore their work and and hear more about the 

impact it has had on them and their teachers with 

their academic style posters. 

 

 
 

 
A Great Shout Out for Science 

 
#BritishScienceWeek in March 2025 saw pupils and 

teachers celebrating their involvement in Great 

Science Share for Schools in a truly wonderful way – 

by travelling to London to share their letters as part 

of the Great Shout Out for Science!   

 

In 2024, GSSfS challenged you to write letters and 

reach a total of 200. You did it – we received 

significantly more than 200 and so, as promised, we 

took the letters to Westminster!  

Travelling to London, one of the world’s most iconic 

cities, to campaign for science education is a journey 

of both purpose and passion. The city’s rich history, 

vibrant culture, and renowned academic institutions 

make it the perfect place to amplify the message that 

science education is vital to the future of society. From the bustling streets of Westminster to the halls of 

prestigious universities, London offers a unique platform to make a difference. 
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Great Horizons 
 
On 1st and 2nd July, the former Hulme 

Grammar School pupil, Professor Brian Cox, 

will be in Oldham hosting a series of special 

events to encourage teachers, industry, the 

council and pupils to raise the profile of STEM 

skills development.  

 

The events launch a 10-year commitment to 

STEM skills development in Oldham, and 

Great Science Share for Schools is a key part 

of this endeavour.  

 

A brand new GSSfS story launches this year! 

‘These Chips Can!’ by Jules Pottle and illustrated by Rufus Thomas 

was stimulated.  

 

The GSSfS team coordinated the writing of the book and 

associated resources, and on World Book Day, ‘These Chips Can! 

Little Chips That Changed The World’ as launched worldwide.  

Involving a pair of award-winning primary science teachers, the 

book celebrates explores change over time and draws on the 

connections between science, literacy and history topics. The 

uniqueness of this book is the way it vividly profiles the Oldham and its industry, using artwork to capture 

pupils’ imagination and learning about the impact of technological change over time.  A copy of this book 

has been given to every primary school in Oldham to support their STEM learning aligned to the National 

Curriculum.   
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Great Science Poetry Share 

 
Creative Manchester and GSSfS have again run the 2025 Great Science 
Poetry Share. This invites young people to share creatively through poetry 
inspired by the theme of ‘Connected Science' and the 2025 Great Guided 
Enquiries.  
 

Schools optionally entered into the Creative Manchester ‘Connections School 
Poetry Contest’ who have published a selection of entries, including the 
following.  

My raindrop by Aylah Imaan Khurram  

Levenshulme High School 

Oh, sweet raindrop where have you been.  
I have searched and searched but you’re nowhere 
to be seen.  
I have looked everywhere, up and down,  
But I still don’t know where you’ll be found.  
Up at the clouds I have watched and watched,  
But still there is no sound.  
I waited for the time when you’ll be mine.  
Then I see a twinkle from the sky, Landing upon 
my thigh.  
Oh, sweet raindrop where have you been,  
I searched and searched but you were nowhere 
to be seen.  
I looked everywhere, up and down,  
For now, you have been lost and found. 
 
 
The Web of Science By YA  
Whalley Range High School 
 
Look around - what do you see?  
A world shaped by discovery.  
From smallest cell to the vastest star,  
Science connects us, near and far.  
 
The blood that flows, the air we breathe,  

The changing tides, the rustling leaves,  
The food we eat, the roads we tread,  
Science weaves the path ahead.  
 
A falling fruit, a bending light,  
The hidden forces, bold yet sight.  
Newton watched, and Einstein dreamed,  
And from their minds, new worlds were seen.  
 
Pasteur’s lens revealed the fight,  
A war of life beyond our sight.  
With healing hands, we learned to stand,  
To heal, to cure, to understand.  
 
Waves unseen now shape our days,  
A silent web in endless rays.  
Signals flash, and voices fly,  
Science lifts us to the sky.  
 
From fire’s spark to circuits bright,  
From healing hands to future flights, 
Each step we take, each dream we weave,  
Is built on truths we dare believe.  
 
So, as we learn, as we explore,  
Through every lab, through every door,  
Let’s not forget, in grand or small,  
Science connects us -- one and all.
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Great Science Groove 

Arranged by Mr James Holt of The Derby High School, Bury. Dance from The Derby High 
School Dance Company  

(Yahoo)         (Yahoo) 

Celebrate science, come on!  
Celebrate science, come on! 

There's a party goin' on right here 
A celebration to last throughout the 
years 
So bring your good times and your 
laughter too 
We’re gonna celebrate science with you 
Come on now 
 
Let's all celebrate and have a good time 
We’re gonna' celebrate and have a good 
time 
 
It's time to come together 
It's up to you, what's your pleasure? 
Everyone around the world COME ON! 
 
(Yahoo)             (Yahoo) 

Celebrate science, come on! 

Celebrate science, come on! 

There's a party goin' on right here 

A dedication to last throughout the years 

  

So bring your good times and your 

laughter too 

 

We’re gonna celebrate science with you 

Come on now! 

Let's all celebrate and have a good time 

We’re gonna' celebrate and have a good 

time 

(Yahoo)             (Yahoo) 

Celebrate science, come on!  

Celebrate science, come on! 

We're gonna have a good time tonight 

Let's celebrate, it's all right 

We're gonna have a good time tonight 
Let's celebrate, it's all right, baby  

We're gonna have a good time tonight  

Let's celebrate, it's all right 

We're gonna have a good time tonight  

Let's celebrate, it's all right 

(Yahoo)             (Yahoo) 

Celebrate science, come on (Let's 

celebrate) 

Celebrate science, come on (It's a 

celebration) 

Celebrate science, come on!

https://genius.com/Kool-and-the-gang-celebration-lyrics#note-5087157
https://genius.com/Kool-and-the-gang-celebration-lyrics#note-5087157
https://genius.com/Kool-and-the-gang-celebration-lyrics#note-10815764
https://genius.com/Kool-and-the-gang-celebration-lyrics#note-10815764
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Brought to you by the  
Science & Engineering Education Research and Innovation Hub  

at The University of Manchester 

First launched as part of the European City of Science in 2016, the campaign grew from 
strong roots in SEERIH’s children-to-children’s science conferences.  

Since then, the initiative has continued to grow in size, importance and overall impact at a 
international level. GSSfS was awarded patronage of the UK National Commission for 
UNESCO for 2024 and 2025. 

 

 

“Securing UNESCO’s patronage for the second year is a testament to the way 

in which so many people support GSSfS with the intention to include as many 

young people and teachers in asking, investigating and sharing scientific 

questions. We are proud to support a decade of positive change and promote 

key themes on global sustainability too.” 

Professor Lynne Bianchi, GSSfS campaign Director 

 

Find out more at www.greatscienceshare.org and www.fascinate.manchester.ac.uk.  

 

http://www.greatscienceshare.org/
http://www.fascinate.manchester.ac.uk/
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Great Science Share for Schools 2025 Team 
 

Prof Lynne Bianchi (Campaign Director), Grace Marson (National Campaign Manager), 
Frances Hunt (GSSfS Campaign Officer), Katherine Goodley (SEERIH Business Officer), 
David Xu (SEERIH Programme Administrator), Jo Montgomery (Campaign Champion), 

Farah Frikha (SEERIH Admin Assistant). 

 

greatscishare@manchester.ac.uk 
 

 Save the date: Tuesday 16th June 2026 
 

 
We would like to thank BASF, , CLEAPSS Geological Society, PSQM, Siemens and Twinkl 
for their generous donations to the GSSfS Goody Bags this year. 
 
With thanks to the 2025 sponsors and partners: 
 

 

mailto:greatscishare@manchester.ac.uk
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